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The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 44) 

recognizing the sunflower as the flower for 
military caregivers. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and the motions 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 44) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The concurrent resolution, with its 

preamble, is printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JULY 12, 
2016 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Tuesday, July 12; 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in 
the day; further, that following leader 
remarks, the Senate resume consider-
ation of the conference report to ac-
company S. 524, with the time until 
12:30 p.m. equally divided between the 
two leaders or their designees; finally, 
that the Senate recess from 12:30 p.m. 
until 2:15 p.m. to allow for the weekly 
conference meetings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
we can expect the first rollcall votes to 
occur after the conference lunches to-
morrow. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
if there is no further business to come 
before the Senate, I ask unanimous 
consent that it stand adjourned under 
the previous order, following the re-
marks of Senators MERKLEY and 
WHITEHOUSE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from Oregon. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
have risen on several occasions to 
bring attention to the challenges con-
fronting our ‘‘we the people’’ system of 
government that President Abraham 
Lincoln so eloquently described all 

those years ago as one ‘‘of the people, 
by the people, and for the people.’’ 

I have talked about the powerful spe-
cial interests working to corrupt the 
nature of our Republic, thanks to the 
unchecked wealth flowing into our po-
litical system because of the Supreme 
Court’s series of misguided decisions in 
Buckley v. Valeo, Citizens United, and 
SpeechNow.org. 

Today, I am honored to join with my 
colleagues from Minnesota, New Hamp-
shire, and Connecticut—organized by 
my colleague from Rhode Island, who 
will be speaking in a moment—to show 
how these same special interests are 
using their vast wealth and resources 
to sway national policies and public de-
bate to benefit their interests at the 
expense of the American people and 
turn our government into one of, by, 
and for a powerful special interest. 
There is no better example of what I 
mean than the debate surrounding one 
of the most critical issues facing our 
Nation and the world today: climate 
change. 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
once famously stated that ‘‘everyone is 
entitled to his own opinion, but not to 
his own facts.’’ Well, manmade climate 
change is a fact. Scientists, univer-
sities, and government agencies across 
the world have all said that manmade 
climate change is real, that it endan-
gers our planet, and that we need to 
address it quickly if there is any hope 
for our future. 

Back in 2005, 11 science academies 
from around the world—including 
Brazil, Italy, Japan, and Russia— 
signed a joint letter stating that 
‘‘there is now strong evidence that sig-
nificant global warming is occurring’’ 
and that ‘‘it is likely that most of the 
warming in recent decades can be at-
tributed to human activities.’’ Five 
years later, the Pentagon stated very 
directly that ‘‘the danger from climate 
change is real, urgent, and severe.’’ 

Fast-forward 5 more years to 2015, 
and the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science warned that 
‘‘we face risks of abrupt, unpredictable 
and potentially irreversible changes’’ 
with potentially ‘‘massively disruptive 
consequences to societies and 
echosystems.’’ 

The fact is, we don’t really need to 
turn to our scientists or studies to 
know that climate change is real; we 
simply have to look at the world 
around us. We can see and feel it for 
ourselves. We saw it when 2014 became 
the hottest year on record, and then we 
saw it again in 2015 when 2015 became 
the hottest year on record. We see it as 
our forests come under assault from 
longer fire seasons and insect infesta-
tions because the winters are not cold 
enough to kill the pine beetles. We see 
it in our waters, our loss of snowpacks, 
as fishermen fish in ever smaller and 
warmer streams for trout and salmon, 
and our farmers face less water for irri-
gation. We see it in the oceans—oceans 
that are 30 percent more acidic today 
than they were before we started burn-

ing coal at the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution. The acidic ocean is endan-
gering our sea life, killing coral, and 
causing a real challenge for our shell-
fish. We see it in the droughts that 
hurt our farms and the increasingly 
powerful storms that regularly dev-
astate communities, businesses, and 
people’s lives. 

Why, with all of this proof from the 
scientific community and with all of 
the proof and facts directly before our 
eyes, does such strong opposition re-
main to the effects of climate change? 
We know the answer. It is because a 
powerful, moneyed interest has spun a 
web of deceit, working for years and 
continuing to work to undermine 
mainstream, scientific research and de-
ceive the American people about the 
dangers and causes of climate change. 

These members are part of a special 
interest that have made their fortunes 
from fossil fuels. If they acknowledge 
the realities of climate change, it 
would suggest that their industry 
would have to dramatically change in a 
very short period of time. In fact, ac-
cording to conventional science, we 
have to keep 80 percent of fossil fuels 
in the ground if we are to have any 
hope of keeping carbon emissions with-
in a range that does not trigger cata-
strophic consequences. That is why, in 
the minds of this industry, it is better 
to lie to the American people than to 
risk their businesses and fortunes. 

We have seen this movie before, when 
the tobacco industry lied to the Amer-
ican people for decades to discredit the 
emerging science and evidence that to-
bacco was killing millions of Ameri-
cans. And now the fossil industrial 
complex is lying to the American peo-
ple, but this time it is not just the 
health of Americans at risk, it is the 
health of the entire planet. 

The Union of Concerned Scientists 
published a report last summer which 
showed that for decades the ‘‘fossil-in-
dustrial complex’’ knowingly worked 
to deceive the American public about 
the realities and risks of climate 
change. One of the main ways they do 
this is by funding third-party organiza-
tions like think tanks, advocacy 
groups that produce counter-climate 
research and make people question 
which facts and information they can 
trust. We know this is happening be-
cause various studies have revealed the 
incredible level of coordination be-
tween different groups and researchers 
who always see corporate funding and 
who all seem to work off the same 
scripts. 

Justin Farrell, a sociologist at Yale 
University, authored a study last No-
vember that examined 20 years’ worth 
of articles, policy papers, and tran-
scripts from 4,500 individuals associ-
ated with 164 different groups known to 
be skeptical of climate change science. 
Comparing the work of those who had 
received this special interest corporate 
funding and those that had not, he 
found a clear, coordinated effort among 
the corporate-backed groups that cast 
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